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I started planning OK Nuts 2002 on OCAD6 and PICOVER, which I found awkward and counter-intuitive. I upgraded to OCAD7 in order to maintain consistency with professional mappers and printers but found that our version of PICOVER couldn't handle it. I obtained the appropriate PICOVER upgrade but have not tried it as by then I had tried OCAD8(beta), on someone else's recommendation, and found it much more useable for planning on-screen (which suited me). Subsequently I obtained OCAD8 as a free upgrade and have applied service updates 1 and 2 from www.ocad.com.

Having discovered various oddities and pitfalls in OCAD8 I decided to write down as many as I could remember and make them available to future SLOW planners. This document will be on a CD-RW, along with the latest downloaded upgrade file (OCAD 8.02 at the time of writing), which I will pass on with the OCAD8 CD and documentation. I hope that future users will add to these notes.

Currently the CD contains:

· this file (Notes on OCAD8.doc)

· the latest service update (updt8en.exe). Install OCAD8 from the CD then run updt8en.exe.

· a text file of notes on the service updates (update.txt)

· the OCAD map and course-setting file as used at OK Nuts 2002 (NB the map is not perfect, MapWorks is working on a final version), also the control descriptions produced by the process described below - these files are included as examples.

The notes are also on the SLOW web site at: http://www.sloweb.org.uk/Docs/doc.htm
Contrasts with PICOVER

· OCAD8's course-setting is fully integrated therefore there is no need to worry about running an update function if, e.g., a control is moved (but note that any exported course files will not be updated)

· In OCAD8 altering a course is very quick, so interactive on-screen planning is easy; the turnaround time in PICOVER is quite slow. (I find that this outweighs all other considerations.)

· There is no climb-calculation in OCAD8 - you have to count it manually and put it into the course parameters

· No hard copy of control loadings, although you can see a list on screen

· No equivalent of PICOVER's control usage diagram (useful for detecting crashes)

· In OCAD8 there is no simple way of inserting lines into control descriptions (e.g. "take care when crossing road") - this sort of editing has to be done after course export. 

· Similarly, thicker lines every 4th control (as per BOF guidelines) must be added manually after export.

· Similarly, splitting a course across two maps is not supported directly - export two copies (Part 1 and Part 2) and edit each manually.

· No export of control descriptions to file (see below for a roundabout way of producing descriptions for the web) (does PICOVER do this any better?)

· I produced control descriptions as follows: I copied  & pasted the description grid from the OCAD map into a fresh OCAD map document then saved as JPEG at 300dpi - I opened this in PaintShop Pro and used "colour-adjust-threshold" to change it to black and white, then saved as JPEG again. Finally I inserted the JPEG into a Word document. (Andrew Trimble put them on separate web pages). The resulting printout was a trifle ragged but useable. If you find a better way please share it!

Possible pitfalls with OCAD8

· For offset printing, you need to change the colour of the course setting symbols from "purple transparent" to "purple" 

· Remember to put in registration marks on the purple layer - this is omitted from the "other objects" section of Help

· Out of Bounds and other purple symbols need to be included in the course-setting file - if they are only on the base map they will not be printed

· If editing the map, take care not to get two different colours overlapping: only one of them will appear on screen or on an ink-jet print, but both will be printed by the offset process, causing unexpected mixtures. (NB I have just discovered that you can view this effect by choosing Spot Colours from the View menu)

